
Editorial 
 

Welcome to the nineteenth issue of Flash, which features new stories from 

Canada, Finland, France, India, Italy, New Zealand, Nigeria, the UK, and 

the USA. 

 ‘Flash Presents’ features four stories from Damn Sure Right (2011), 

the brilliant debut collection by US author Meg Pokrass, previously 

reviewed in Flash, 5.1. In 2014, Pokrass went on to found one of our 

favourite online magazines, New Flash Fiction Review. Since settling in 

England in 2016, she has established herself as a leading mentor of UK 

flashers, being involved with the Bath Flash Fiction Award and the Flash 

Fiction Festival, amongst other endeavours. Pockrass’s forthcoming 

collection, Alligators At Night (Ad Hoc Press, 2018), will be reviewed in a 

future issue of Flash. 

 In this issue’s ‘Flash Reviews’, Ashley Chantler hails another debut, 

Gary Duncan’s You’re Not Supposed to Cry, as the best first collection by a 

British author since David Gaffney. Other reviews evaluate the latest 

offerings from established authors. Liz Milne is awed by the visceral 

darkness of Amelia Gray’s Gutshot; Louisa Yates is fascinated by the 

luminous precision of Tania Hershman’s Some of Us Glow More Than Others; 

Jonathan Cardew enjoys Peter Cherches’s rambunctious Autobiography 

Without Words; Matthew Thorpe-Coles is impressed by the ranging 

freshness of Peter Wortsman’s Footprints in Wet Cement; and Santino Prinzi 

is engaged by Frankie McMillan’s My Mother and the Hungarians, which 

focuses on an immigrant family’s experiences in London. 

 We hope you enjoy this issue. 

 

Peter Blair and Ashley Chantler 

  



Contents 
 

Editorial  
  
What Would David Gaffney Do?  
Liz Milne  
  
Waste  
Kevin Tosca  
  
Guilt  
Kevin Tosca  
  
Where We Aren’t  
Santino Prinzi  
  
Twitching  
Tracy Fells  
  
The Slap  
Michelle Elvy  
  
The Illustrator  
Michael Loveday  
  
The Gate  
Michael Loveday  
  
The Business of Murder  
Michael Loveday  
  
Le Camping  
Jonathan Cardew  
  
Country Holiday  
Ian Seed  
  
  



Investment 
Ian Seed  
  
Interruption  
Ian Seed  
  
Verboten  
Ian Seed  
  
Letter to Vincent  
Stephen Bergstrom  
  
The Ring  
Calum Kerr  
  
Numbers  
Calum Kerr  
  
The Arrangement  
Peter Jordan  
  
Popping  
Peter Jordan  
  
Recovery  
Peter Jordan  
  
Beasts  
Sal Difalco  
  
Beer for Dogs  
Justin Herrmann  
  
Discrimination  
Tracy Lee-Newman  
  
Safe  
Robert Scotellaro  



Broken Tale  
Robert Scotellaro  
  
Wise Sunglasses  
Robert Scotellaro  
  
Not Even Ed Sullivan Could Save Sundays  
Robert Scotellaro  
  
Sverre  
J. Lingard-Smith  
  
Millions  
J. Lingard-Smith  
  
Looking the Part  
David Steward  
  
Enough Is Enough  
David Steward  
  
Flashpoint  
D. S. Levy  
  
Disease  
Paul Kavanagh  
  
Casualties  
Gwenda Major  
  
Otowongu  
Daniel Roy Connelly  
  
The Swimming Pool of Mild Protest  
Louis Ogbere  
  
Root-Beer Floats  
Steve Cushman  



The Fight  
Steve Cushman  
  
My First Knife  
Steve Cushman  
  
Runaway to Home  
Pamela Painter  
  
Lure of Danger  
Karen Rigby  
  
Gift with Purchase  
Kathleen Galvin  
  
Dagenham  
Rebecca Metcalfe  
  
The Faker  
Daryl Muranaka  
  
Homeschool  
Daryl Muranaka  
  
The Ugly Rug  
Erica Plouffe Lazure  
  
When My Father Asks What I Learned in School Today I Will Tell 
Him I Learned to Keep My Thoughts to Myself 

 

Heather McQuillan  
  
True Love  
Lori Cramer  
  
Before Death Picks Us  
Eveliina Nieminen  
  
  



Answer 
Dan Spencer  
  
Meeting the Parents  
Tony Press  
  
Storm Warning  
Tony Press  
  
Reflection  
Shikhandin  
  
How to Kill Your Grandmother  
Claire Polders  
  
In the Wrong Spirit  
Mark Lisney  
  
Ninny  
Ethan J. Shone  
  
The First Day  
Amanda Stonham  
  
The Unbearables  
Allyson Hoffman  
  
Flash Presents 
 
Meg Pokrass, Damn Sure Right 

 ‘Weasel’ 

 ‘The Serious Writer and Her Pussy’ 

 ‘Separation’ 

 ‘Delivery’ 
 
 
 
 

 



Flash Reviews 
 
Gary Duncan, You’re Not Supposed to Cry 

 Reviewer: Ashley Chantler 
 
Amelia Gray, Gutshot 

 Reviewer: Liz Milne 
 
Tania Hershman, Some of Us Glow More Than Others 

 Reviewer: Louisa Yates 
 
Peter Cherches, Autobiography Without Words 

 Reviewer: Jonathan Cardew 
 
Peter Wortsman, Footprints in Wet Cement 

 Reviewer: Matthew Thorpe-Coles 
 
Frankie McMillan, My Mother and the Hungarians 

 Reviewer: Santino Prinzi 
 
Advertisements 
 
 

 


